
  
  
Peter Kidi Utong   
Profile  
  
I was born and have lived my entire life in the Kakuma Refugee Camp, Kenya. As a refugee, I 
have grown up at the receiving end of humanitarian assistance and experienced firsthand both 
the life-saving impact of aid and its deep failures. 
 
My journey as a poet, writer, and refugee advocate has become my way of documenting and 
speaking out against the injustices refugees face. My poems and essays focus on issues such 
as food cuts, diDerentiated assistance, protests, police violence, and the mental health crisis in 
Kakuma. My work has been featured on Oxfam’s from Poverty to Power blog, and I am currently 
collaborating with the London School of Economics on an upcoming book project. I also have 
forthcoming publications with the New Humanitarian, where I continue to highlight refugee 
perspectives through poetry and advocacy.  

  
What motivates you to join the Alliance’s Board?   
Beyond writing, I have been deeply engaged in community-level advocacy. I speak on behalf of 
those who are silenced by fear of deportation or intimidation. I have seen women and children 
pushed into despair, suicide, and dangerous journeys back across borders due to flawed aid 
policies. These are not abstract statistics for me, they are my daily reality. 
 
I briong to the CHS Alliance Board lived experience, creativity, and a strong commitment to 
accountability. I know what it means when humanitarian standards are not applied, when 
communities are excluded from decision-making, andwhen aid policies ignore the human cost. 
I want to contribute this perspective so that humanitarian systems are shaped not only by 
policy-makers, but also by the voices of those they aDect. 


